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POTE: CUBA'S DICTATOR,WHO RULED AND DIED IN SQUALOR
By E. de La

A OABEBB that ran In a devious circle
lor torty 7ears came to a clow the

Chor day is Havana. A chiaroscuro
O"", lurid with trafedy, dork with aordid
scheming. tremendous in recces* and failure,
as ended. Beputed a year ><o to be the

richest man la Cuba, this tame man the day
More his miserable endinf declared the
wealth which had cost bin forty yeajs
of unremitting toil had not yielded him one
boar of happiness.
Here was 4 Strang*, a sinister and a

<~m1nsrtnf figure. and a remarkable example
f what eaa be accomplished by the coaMant,rotbl.s application of all one's power

to a single purpose. "Ferre el Pote" (the
pet bolls) was his watchword; his motto;
his Invariable form of salutation, expreasWe
tt the mnstsnry with which his mind dwelt
at erery moment upon money getting; and
m he came to 'be called Pote (Po-tay), a
same familiar te millions to whom Joes
T spa Rodrigues would hare meant
iXhln.the name which appeared in the
Mg head lines annaancing ths suicide of
Oaba's moat famous millionaire, the maker
ef ether millionaires and the breaker of
many, the man to whom all went for help
in time or sorest need, to be (Wen it or
the coup de (race as best salted Pote's
hook.
Not more than Are feet In height Pot#

had the powerful, thickset frame typical of
the Gallego peasant. His large heaa wae

set oa a Tery short neck between heavy,
humped up, rounded shoulders, reminding
one of a snapping turtle, a resemblance no.

belied by the cruel wide mouth and gutteringlittle black eyes. His nose was loug,
thin and predacious. The coarse black hair
which he wore clipped short stood erect like
bristles, until grixiled and thinned by the
years and driven back from the sloping
brow and temples. Until, in very recent
years, his large activities in the banking
world caused bim to visit New York, where

he was forced to a certain recognition of

the conventions, he went about Havana

collarleae, coat!ess and hatleas, his costume
consisting of coarse shoes, ill-fitting trousers
held up with a narrow strap'in lieu of belt
and a blue "hickory" shirt. So attired be
entered the office* of the leading lawyers,
merchants, bankers and even invaded the

presidential palace and the departments to

give his orders to cabinet ministers who owed
him money. So attired he received in hla

own house congressmen or senators for
whom he had sent to demand of them legislationthat he desired or to warn them against
the enactment of measures contrary to hi*

interests. They owed him money.in many

cases their election.and they were com-

pel led to ao nis amain*.

JOSE LOPEZ RODRIGUEZ was born tn

Orense, ft province of Gftlldft. Spain,
nd emigrated to Cnbn in bis fifteenth year,

fleeing from the hard conditions of the

Gallego p«not life. In Havana for a

while h« worked with pick and Mom, bat

a* soon aa be eoold he abandoned inch hard
manual labor to work for an old secondhandbook dealer, peddling the books from
harise to house. One morning his aged
employer wss fousd dead in his bed and
7onng Lopes Rodrignes, who slept on tlx
premises, was arrested on suspicion of
nrder, bat after spending some time in

prison he was released for lack of sufficient
rideocs to indict.
The widow of the murdered bookseller
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ft«r hla r«lcmM from prinon, returned to

Ua *14 employment. Ou moraine widow
wu foand hanfinf in htr room, bnt no

b*in< found to confirm a anapieioa
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that then bad been foul play a Terdlct
of njicide vu returned. By that time
tbe young employ* bad tared up eon*

money and b« bought tbe buaiaeaa. Accordingto a efory published In one of tb*
Havana paper* tbe other day, Lopea Borlgueaabout thla time became intimate with

beggar woman who waa reputed to hare
accumulated by her extraordinary akiU in

mendicancy no leaa than fonr thonaaad dollar*.and be extended to her the hospitality
of hia miserable quarter*, permitting bar to

lhare with him the floor of tbe bookitor* on

which he dept.
One morning the woman waa found dead

on her pallet of rata, bat the earing* wan

mining and Lopaa Bodrlgnea waa Jailed oa

anapicion, but releaaed (or lack of eridonee.
It haa not been possible for the writer ta

verify this mtarj. The events rotated, it
must bo bona ia mind, occurred some tarty
years ago, and though now referred to by
the Havana papers aa matters of common

notoriety probably did not attract overmuch
attention at the,time.
The busineaa of the bookstore la the

bands of Lopes Rodrlguea, who gave it the
name it now bear*, "Lo Moderns Pdfcela,"
soon began to show the effecta of the energy
and intelligence which later was to make
its owner a multimillionaire. Living upon
almoet nothing and working tlreleaaly, he
teadily increased his trade and piled one

dollar on another until with the pawoae at
the rears his fortune crew to respectable
dimensions.
When, after the wealth of Cabana had

been drained by three rears of revolution
and embargo, the American fleet blockaded
Havana in 1S98, Pote.for by that time he
had come universally to be known by his
sobriquet.was able to acquire for cash large
properties for a tithe of their value, sod
when the Cuban Republic was set up he
was a rich man among men who had been
ruined. The latter were compelled to go
to bim for cash which he alone was able to
loan. And so it came to piss that many of
those to whom the Government of the young
republic was entrusted were his debtors.
which he never allowed them to forget. "

IITITH Cabinet officers. Senator! and Coa- '

W gressmea in his debt and depending on

him (or further favora, Pote waa in a positionto dictate in man; matters to his owb

advantage, and he was not tbe man to
neglect his opportunities. Many measures

were introduced in tbe Congress at bis behestand passed; many contracts and concessionswere awarded him. It went bard
with any of his debtors daring to oppose
hia will, and they soon learned the superior
advantages of obedience. Thus, in tbe
formstive stage of tbe republican state a

tyiMh of graft, bribery and corruption was

developed to take the place of the vicious
Spanish rule from which Cuba had just bees
liberated, and tbe teachings of General Wood
and tbe honorable men who had labored
with him so earnestly during the first interventionin the establishment of honest ad-
ministration were nuninea, to toe woeiui

detriment of public morality.
Perhaps the moat important coup achieved

by Pote in the first years of tha republic
was the monopolistic contract obtained by
him for the printing of tcxtbooka to be
used in the schools, for it enabled him at
once vastly to enlarfe his printing and pub.V.
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Collarleaa, eoatleaa and v I ^ \ jhatUu, Pote ruthlcaal/loilowed hut dentin/

Habing business. The aecretarr of pualiaInstruction went to jail for the acandalouadeal, but Pote went on prospering withoutinterruption. In aubaequent year* obtainingthe Government contract* for printing revenuestamps and lottery tickets, with -fknew contract enlarging his premises until nowLa Modern® Poesia, fifteen years ago lodgedin an old one-storj building, is a huge printingestablishment consisting of a great edificecovering more than half a city block,
with scores of linotype machlnee and the
most Improved presses.

Although Pote's rapid rise to wealth
began during the first years of the republic,
the great money lender could do no business
with Tuba's first President. However weak
and venal some of those under him may
have been, the austere old patriot, J^trada
Talma, who had learned abnegation and
thrift In hia country's first war for independenceand the following long years of
exile, during which he conducted s school in
Central Valley, New York, was above the
promptings of avarice, and the presidential
salary of I2.YOOO was more than ample for
his simple needs.

It was not until the presidency of Jose
Miguel Gomes that the great captain of
finance and master grafter found room for
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the fullest exerciss of bla abilities. Ooan |
went into the presidency with nothing bat
debt* (estimated at 9180,000), a fondnees
tor display and a rapacioqsusss scarcely
second to Pots's own.which gsinsd for him
ths nickname of "Tibtfton" (tbo bark).
In ths ssmbianos 4 which aalaal bo' ia

| _

Always pictured, even bj the cartoonists,cf
hi§ own party.

iresiaeni <»omes VII s man aner row
own heart, and during bia administration r
tile pot boiled more merrily than ever before. |
The national lottery was established and
Pote got the concession to print the tickets.
The printing of the revenue stamps waa

given to Pote. A new Jai Alai concession
to take the place offthat which had expired
was granted snd given to Pote. The constructionof the Roque Canal waa given to
Pote. A bill waa paased to renumber ait
the houses in Havana, and the contract
given to Pote, who proceeded forthwith to

plaster as many as four numbers on some
houses and the gate posts of the same, at $2
per number, the cost of the blue tin plaque,
plus the labor of putting it ia place, being
all of seventeen cents.

With money rolling In from these and
numberless other sources, scarcely less pro-
line, it was only natural that rote should
look around for a bank in which to put it
all, so he bought the Banco Xacional de
Cuba, or a controlling Interest in it. put out

j
the then president, Edmund G. Yaughan.
and putting in his own man, W. A. Mer-
chant, forthwith proceded to use the insti *

tution as his own priraU property, wiu
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He called cabinet miniatera and lerielatorato hla printing eatabliakmeat t
lor ordars

*
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he result that whes the amah can* last
anr upon the eollapaa of tha sugar

Kibble, it waa found that tha slipa pat ia tha
aah drawer bj Pota aa memoranda it
ioney loaned him.or himaelf.amounted to
be no meaa anrtfiU ot $11,000,000.
But that Pota waa not bogging rrerjbing.but waa playing {air according to hia

Ichta, waa evidenced by President Gomel's
mergence la the brief apace of four year*
rom inditenee to afluesce, with a magnlfientresidence on tha Prado, a no lee* costly
ountry seat and a |rw million*.variously
atlmated at from four to seres.la cash,
nd» and securitlss.
Havina #&. « . J.J.. «» iwr / cmi (one IDUUl c»u w »n

he daj« of hla poverty, b« continued
he practice when the second American laereentionbcni. bat foand be bad made aa
iwfnl aiatake wb* be went lo call la rack
aformal attire on Colonel (now General)5. Bt. John Grebla, who wa» winnbor of
he Department of the Interior.
Qreble paaaing through the aateroom la

rhlch Pote waa waiting caught aig'ut of the
toatleaa, collarleaa man, and turning to the
Mllee captain who acted aa hla aide, demandedto know who that dirty fellow waa.
rhe police captaia in aa awed whlaper iaormedthe Indignant Colonel that it waa
?ote.
"Tell him to get oat of here and not to

ome back until he-4>aa waahed anu nniabed
Iressing.'Lordered Greble.
While doubtlnw he derived a certain aatis'actionfrom showing by hia informal attire

:he contempt that be felt for the welllreaaed,well-educated men of high poaition
shorn he could bay and aell at will, there
ran be no doubt that be waa alao con

lultinghia own comfort. Accustomed until
niddle life to going without coat or collar,
:hese article* of apparel must hare cauaea
>tin diacomfort. That such waa the case was
indicated on the first, and probably last.
Kcaaion of his wearing a dre*a suit.

It waa a treat erent, the opening of tbe
lew Banco N'acional Building, and there
ras unlimited champagne, of which, ther*
Ming no charge, Pot* partook freely. When
the reception at the bank waa orer Pot* wai
induced by tone of th* bank official* to
idjourn with tb*m to th* American Club.
rh*r* also th*r* were free drmka, under the
influence of which Pot*, tiring of the reItraint be bad pat upon bituaclf, tor* hia
necktie and collar of and allowed his
ounded shoulders to slump forward into their
>abitual slouch, ripping th* dreaa coat from
th* nape of the neck to the waist, so that
rben later b* waa carried down th* stairs
ind dumped into a coach be preaented somewhatth* appearance of a seventeen-year
locust coming out of its shell.

r)OOR and ignorant through youth and' early manhood, all his energies devoted
>« »« >""t »u«j ra*iu| iuourr, rote Dftfr
Imrstd to rnjor «nj of tb« amenities of life.

A Real Societ;
By Margar

CHORUS flrls w*»o are former society
debutantes are usually such only in the

ninda of their press acents. But in the rase
[>f Miss Suzanne Chase, of Washington,
laughter of Mrs. Volney O. Chase and the
late Captain Chaae, the metamorphosis has
taken place In actual fact.
The story of bow Captain Chaae, out of
moat popnlar officers In Washington's
rxciuftiT* society, literally worked hiinlelfto death early Id the war as chief aaaiatintto Admiral Benson, director of naval

operations, has been chronicled tl baany
parts of the country. But the till bow
Ilia pretty, black-haired daughter, Suxannc.
left the linelight of society to dance behind
the footlights haa not spread to other cities,
pren through a ureas agent, as yet.
Suaanne's debut a few (reasons ago ther

ber graduation from the National Cathedral
School in Washington was the signal for
ixtra preening on the part of less attractive
debs" and for the raiaing of critical lorgnettesby appraising matrons with eligible
ions.
8ucanne's mother, before her marriage,

iras Susan Brown, a member of one of
K*.. . -u.* .J * *

nuiujiuu B uiursi IUU must rwpePIN
families. She holds the place she does in
lociety not through family alone, out also
because of her success as a water-color
irtist, bar painting* having won honorable
mention at many showings.
Suaanne'a oldes brother. Lieutenant CommanderN. B. Chase, is a prominent figure

in the naval set, and a younger brother will
be graduated from the Naval Academy at
Ynnapolia this year.
Even aa a child Suzanne decided she

wanted to "do something." and when, after
a brief aaaaon as a feted debutante, she
announced that she wasn't satisfied with
Mini wniriea rrom one social engagement
to another, her family agreed to let her (o
lo New York to study interior decorating.
Like manJ another girl, Suzanne had

always had a secret desire to become an

actreas. Her study of esthetic dancing had
increased ber longing to go on the stage.
Coaaequently the proposal of a girl friendthatthey try to get a "job" as cborns gins,
coming when Suzanne was earning a meager
salary in a New York decorator's shop, tall

an fertile aoil.
"We applied for jobs and got them,"

Buubb# exnlained. in relating how ahe be-
came a chorus girl. "Ob. do. they didn't

(ire me a tryout or anything; I just toid
tbem I wanted to get into the choral.
although I was scared at iff when I approachedthe manager.and they took ma."
And the interviewer quickly grasped th/
[act that aha "got it on her face." She

it of the atature moat readily described ai

"petite."
As for Washington society, it talkad of

nothing elae fftr months. 'Sazanne on the

<ag*! How exciting, and what a atrange
Vlng lor her to do!" And when Sucanne
ra- in Washington recently dancing in the
-horua the boxea ware filled with beviea of

Mr former friea<la, who boned excitedly
rbenerar aha appeared. Tha men who naad
a dance with bar filled the orcheatra aeats
a aaa bar dance acroaa the footiighta.
Whaa aba vMitad bar family at tbeir

I
tnn the mtqt of coed food Ml aataBftln
to bio and ha continued aftar becomiac a

millionaire to gulp down the eoarac. 111'
rooked diahaa of a chaap ear'nc haaae. During
tjie laat frw yeare bt Head la a bandaoma
bona* which he bad boufbt from the retina®
Chineae Minister, to the faatalonato* «a»»dendalaectioo of Vedado, bat be lived there
In aqualid dlrtipeee, with only a couple of
aerranta am) two or three chauffeur*.
Sine* the chance In bia fortuaee broucW
about by the collapae of aucar be had r»lapaedinto hia old habit of c°'ac upon the
atreet without collar or tie, tboocfe atlll
wearfcc a oaat. And yet, with all hie
affected contempt for -xppearaaeaa and acora

for the opinion* of >1a fellow*. thia hard,
atronc. ruthleae master of men had hia ran- I
ifiaa Riwrnfnl Af rka ttu 1^4 cA

which had not kept him from making its
poaaeaaors his slaves, ha nererthelsas an*
over to Spain a goodly sum of money to
obtain for hlmaelf a defrn of "licentiate,"
and ha who had flortad to slouching through
the atreeta aod op tW stairs of the prsaidentialpalace coatloos, collarteas and hatieaahad hlmaelf photographed is cap and
loan aj the Licentiate Jooe Lopes Rodricuex.and the pit-tares publiahed in tho
newspapers of Havana and of bia old home
town in Spain. To hla vanity as moch aa
to his loss of money m«y be attributed his
suicide, for a abort tin.e before his death

the prosecution of certain officials of Lh«
Banco Nacional de Cuba and other men of
prominence whom in a letter founu on ua

body Pote aeeuaea of despoiling him by
foreinf him to «ifn a document transferrin!
to them twenty-five miiliona to aettle bia
indebtedness to tbe bank of lea* than half
that amount.

It is believed that after the payment of
all debts tbe estate of Joae Lopes Rodrifueiwill be worth somewhere around
ten million dollar*, provinc that it was not
the fear of penury that drove Pote to end
his life in the fashion by which his employerforty year* ac© had died and which
marked the befinninc of his own prosperity.

y Chorus Girl
et C. Jones
* 4

be exclaimed to bit bm intimate friend,
after inreighing bitterly agaiaat men whom
he had made only to bar* them tarn against
bim in his adversity: "They hare robbed
me, they have deceived m* and erery on*
is now laughing at me!"

1ITHEN Jone Lopes Bodrigues was found
" hanging by a twisted sheet from tba
balustrade of a winding stairs In hit stately
residence, the news of Pote't suicide
waa told under scare headlines on the front
page of erery afternoon paper in Havana.
There is no record that Jose Lopes Rodriguezwas ever married, but in 1909 ha

made and placed ln^charge of a notary a

holographic will bequeathing bis estate t*
be held in trust for a natural ton.

Meanwhile, a string of newspapert owned
by a friend of tbe dead man are demanding
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Miss Suzanne Chaae, a society girl
who gratified her ambition to "4»

something

home OS Biggs Place she bad aa her gas*
cboraa girl friend.
"I find swat of the girls ta the cbsraa

Terr likable," she said. '"Thej are ale*
girls, as a rule, though moat of them are not
well educated." and she added "that tha
reason she found chorus gtris so companion
able in many wars was that they are Ml
artificial and are absolutely sincere.

"Artificial? Mercy no," she said. "Why
moot of tbem are ao natural that they arealmost 'back to nature.' "
But Susanne feels that musical comedywill not be congenial to her as a permanent

career, sithough abe declares that she wouldfind ft difficult to forget ita fascination as Aprofession.

No Eye for Color
** A FRIEND of mine," says British*^ now in this country, "U i rnrttt la
a local suburban pariah in England. Bob*little time back he went np to Oxford to t«wthie master of arta decree, and the followingSunday appeared ta the pulpit resplendentic his new master of arts hood. A few
nights later he waa dining in the hooaa at
a prominent parishioner and waa a^aasd tahear his hostess pleasantly remark:

" 'Mr. Blank, that new hood of yours
doesn't suit yon at all. 1 can't imagins
why yon. with your complexion, choae rod
of all colors in the world. A myrtle g-**a
or an old gold would haee soiled yon much
better and would have been far more affective.Tou men never know how to dreaa
youraelvea.' "
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